OBSIDIAN ECHO / RESEARCH NOTES

A GUIDE FOR SMALL-BUSINESS OWNERS

Creating your own
family bank

Organize your capital.
Understand the borrowing.
Plan for the obligations.

Using XRP as a hypothetical asset example to explore how family capital could
support a small business or other income-producing assets.

Here, “family bank” means a framework for organizing and deploying family capital, not a licensed bank
or deposit-taking service.
Original synthesis and diagrams. Source credits on page 6.

Educational analysis, not individualized investment, legal or tax advice. No XRP price forecast, loan offer or
provider endorsement is made here.
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01/ THE IDEA

An asset IS not
a paycheck.

In this family-bank example, an owner retains XRP and seeks a loan to fund a business or
income asset. It assumes sufficient collateral value and a willing lender; neither is established
here.

HOLD BORROW DEPLOY

An asset has value A lender advances cash Cash buys an income asset

The missing arrow is repayment.

The acquired asset must produce usable cash after its expenses. The loan still has to be
serviced and eventually repaid. A rising token price does not itself put cash in the checking
account.

Obsidian Echo takeaway: evaluate the repayment engine separately from the story about the
collateral. This diagram describes a concept, not evidence that an appropriate XRP loan is
available.
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02 / THE ARITHMETIC

"he debt stays.
"he cushion moves.

lllustration only: a $10,000 loan against $100,000 of collateral begins at 10% loan-to-value
(LTV). The debt is held constant here; interest and fees are excluded.

e o
$100,000 collateral
] 20%
$50,000 collateral
L] P

$25,000 collateral

LTV = outstanding loan + collateral value

A lower collateral price raises LTV even without new borrowing. Actual collateral calls and liquidation rights
depend on the contract. FINRA describes forced-sale risk for securities-backed lending; those rules do not
establish XRP eligibility. [2]
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03/ CASH FLOW

Test the plan
without a price rally.

What comes in?

Use cash actually available from the acquired asset, after operating expenses. Keep
unrealized gains out of this line.

What must go out?

Model interest, fees, scheduled principal payments and any relevant taxes. Do not confuse
interest-only payments with paying off the loan.

What changes under stress?

Try lower income, higher borrowing costs and falling collateral at the same time. Ask where
cash would come from if the lender required repayment.

What remains?

A surplus on paper is only useful if it is liquid and available when obligations fall due.
Refinancing is another assumption, not an exit already secured.

These are analytical questions, not recommended borrowing limits or promised returns.
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04 / THE USEFUL LEARNING

Organization matters
before leverage.

Know the balance sheet.

List what is owned, what is owed, and what can be accessed promptly. Record whose name is
on each account and obligation.

Make responsibility explicit.

Who approves a transaction? Who checks statements? Who can recover access? A family
plan needs operational answers as well as an investment thesis.

Separate structure from economics.

A trust, LLC or family-office label does not answer whether a loan can be repaid. Ask qualified
counsel and tax professionals what, if any, structure fits the actual circumstances.

Write down the stop conditions.

Before considering a transaction, identify the assumptions that would invalidate it. Include
lender terms, custody arrangements, liquidity and the ability to meet obligations.
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05/ PERSPECTIVE & SOURCES

Keep the discipline.
Question the forecast.

Our reading: the transferable lesson is disciplined recordkeeping, cash-flow analysis
and clear responsibility. The speculative part is the future XRP valuation and lending
environment. Learning from the first does not require accepting the second.

About this edition

Obsidian Echo helps established American small businesses implement Al. This financial
explainer is part of Thomas Burling’s broader research interests; it is not an Al implementation
guide or an offer of financial advisory services.

Source credit

[1] Source material: XRP-Family-Treasury-Visual-Edition.pdf, supplied by Thomas Burling.
That document references the video linked below. This edition synthesizes those supplied

notes; it does not claim independent verification of the video or its speaker. No affiliation or
endorsement is implied.

Original video referenced in the source notes

[2] FINRA: Securities-Backed Lines of Credit Explained (January 3, 2024; consulted September 6, 2026). Used
for the general collateral-risk comparison on page 3, not as support for crypto lending availability.

The wording, page structure, arithmetic illustrations and diagrams in this edition were newly prepared for
Obsidian Echo. Examples are hypothetical. Verify any prospective arrangement with appropriately qualified
professionals.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EcnZL9AfFh0
https://www.finra.org/investors/insights/securities-backed-lines-credit

